[The immunomodulating action of cyclosporin A in vitro and in vivo on the lymphocytes of patients with alveolitis].
The paper presents the first results of using cyclosporin A (CsA) to treat lymphocytes during their extracorporeal immunomodulation (EIL) in patient with fibrotic alveolitis of various etiology. Two-hour lymphocytic incubation in the medium containing 0.1-10 micrograms per ml of CsA was sufficient for CsA to show its in vitro immunosuppressive effect, which resulted in a substantial inhibition of a proliferative lymphocytic response to mitogens and antigens. Administration of CsA-treated lymphocytes induced no profound structural changes in lymphocytic subpopulations (CD3, CD4, CD8), but it was followed by a reduction in the baseline high proliferative lymphocytic response to PHA. The clinical effect, alveolitis alleviation was noted in all patients. It is suggested that clinical effects may be produced by a local concentration of the treated lymphocytes and their transferred CsA as well.